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Faculty Biographies 
 
JAMES ANTHONY 
 
James Anthony is a graduate of San Francisco State University and UC Davis 
School of Law. He was a law clerk with the East Bay Community Law Center and 
the Consumer and Environmental Protection Division of the Alameda County 
District Attorney Office. From July 2003 – December 2005 he was a 
Neighborhood Law Corps Attorney at the Oakland City Attorney’s Office, where 
he addressed social issues through land use regulation and civil litigation, and by 
recommending policy directives in the form of new ordinances and 
implementation programs for existing ones. 
 
Since January 2006, Anthony has worked exclusively in Cannabis Law, Policy, 
and Political Consulting—focusing primarily on California local government. He is 
focused on California local government regulation of supply chain (cultivation and 
manufacturing), has worked with all the major dispensaries in Northern California, 
and has written dozens of winning applications for cannabis business permits 
and licenses throughout the state.   
 
LELAND BERGER 
 
Portland activist and attorney Leland R. Berger formed Oregon CannaBusiness 
Compliance Counsel, LLC in 2013, following 30 years in private practice. From 
1996-2013, his practice focused on representing medical cannabis patients and 
their providers.  
 
A co-drafter of the Oregon Medical Marijuana Act and of Ballot Measure 91, Mr. 
Berger also helped draft dispensary initiatives and lobbied the Oregon 
Legislature on behalf of patients and their providers from 1999 – 2013. Since 
passage of the legalization initiative, his legislative advocacy is on behalf of all 
cannabis consumers and he works statewide to end cannabigotry. Mr. Berger’s 
activism also includes defending protestors locally and public speaking at events 
and conferences nationally.  



 
HEATHER BURKE 
 
A lifelong Californian, Heather graduated from Humboldt State University in 2005 
and then law school at California Western School of Law in 2009, earning high 
honors at both schools.  Due to her desire to defend cannabis patients and 
cultivators from a young age, Heather interned in law school in the seminal 
California cannabis case, People v. Jovan Jackson.  The case went on to set the 
now-settled precedent that large scale dispensaries may operate lawfully in 
California.  
 
Immediately after law school, Heather worked closely with renowned California 
medical marijuana attorney Omar Figueroa, who mentored Heather for two years 
in the aggressive representation of medical cannabis patients in California and in 
federal court. She later worked with attorney Zenia Gilg, and the two women went 
on to make history, completing a five-day evidentiary hearing regarding cannabis’ 
Schedule I status in U.S. v. Pickard in the Eastern District of California.  
 
In addition to her vibrant law practice in the Sierra Nevada mountains, Heather is 
a regular speaker and panelist at cannabis conferences throughout 
California.  She also pens a popular blog about legal issues affecting cannabis 
growers. In 2014, Heather was named NORML’s John Mark Flowers Scholar.  
 
MICHAEL CHERNIS  
 
Michael graduated from Brandeis University with a B.A. in Political Science in 
1989 received his juris doctorate from Fordham University School of Law in 1994, 
where he was a member of the Fordham Law Review. At Schulte Roth & Zabel, a 
New York-based firm, he led the team that filed a pro-bono lawsuit against the 
Department of Homeland Security and FEMA on behalf of thousands of 
Hurricane Katrina victims left languishing without any federal relief. 
  
Chernis arrived in Los Angeles in 2008, and medical marijuana litigation and 
client representation has been his focus since 2009.  In 2014 he formed Chernis 
Law Group P.C., representing medical marijuana clients seeking to form 
collectives; existing stores and mobile dispensaries; patients and doctors; 
manufacturers and cultivators, landlords and others seeking to do business with 
such collectives. He also represents individuals and businesses in civil litigation 
with municipalities arising from such activities, and in criminal matters when 
charged with violating federal or state MMJ laws.  He is affiliated with The 
NORML Lawyers Committee, California NORML, California Growers Association, 
National Cannabis Bar Association, and Policy Director for the L.A. Cannabis 
Task Force. 
	 



 
MANNY DASKAL  
 
Manny Daskal graduated from Northeastern University School of Law in 1987 
and, after practicing law in Boston, has been in private practice in Eureka, CA 
since 1994. 
 
Daskal is a faculty member of the National College for DUI defense and was Vice 
President of the California DUI Lawyers Association (2011-2015). He has given 
numerous presentations on DUI/DWI cases, and has published articles such as 
“Marijuana In DUI/DWI Cases--A Difficult Burden Of Proof,” NCDD Journal, 
Winter 2011. 
 
 
JOY HAVILAND 
 
Joy Haviland is a staff attorney for Marijuana Law and Policy at the Drug Policy 
Alliance. She engages in legislative and initiative drafting, litigation, advocacy, 
and public education in support of marijuana policy reform. She comes to DPA 
after spending six years representing individuals directly harmed by the drug 
war. As a staff attorney at the Three Strikes Project at Stanford Law School, she 
represented inmates serving life sentences for non-violent crimes under 
California’s Three Strikes Law. She litigated petitions for resentencing under both 
Propositions 36 and 47 throughout the state and helped to secure the release of 
many people in prison. Joy also spent five years at The Bronx Defenders in New 
York City as both a Staff Attorney and Supervising Attorney in the Criminal 
Defense Practice. At The Bronx Defenders, she represented indigent clients in all 
aspects of misdemeanor and felony criminal litigation. She received her B.A. from 
Pitzer College and her J.D. from the University of California, Berkeley School of 
Law where she was a member of the Death Penalty Clinic. Joy is a member of 
both the California and New York state bars. 
 
LIANA HELD 
 
Liana Held has more than fifteen years’ experience in the medical cannabis 
industry, with a specialized background in compliance and accounting issues. In 
2009, she founded Liana Limited Ltd., a business management and development 
consultancy. Previously, she served as co-director of the Oakland Cannabis 
Buyers’ Cooperative, finance director at Berkeley Patients Group, and accountant 
at the Law Office of Jerome D. Handley. She currently serves on the board of 
California NORML. 
  



 
 
HANNAH NELSON  
 
Hannah Nelson earned her undergraduate degree from the University of 
California Berkeley and her law degree from the University of San Francisco 
School of Law.  
 
Nelson has 16 years of land use regulatory experience on top of her experience 
as a criminal defense attorney, forfeiture attorney and civil rights attorney, 
including appellate and trial cases on the cutting edge (e.g. thermal imaging need 
for warrant, dismissal of case during lapse of forfeiture laws, and representation 
of the Civil Liberties Monitoring Project in landmark cases such as GreenSweep). 
 
Hannah's long history includes the first fully litigated return of medical cannabis to 
the patient, the use of environmental laws to reign in eradication teams, 
coordinated efforts with local policy makers for sensible rules that preserve the 
ability of the small-time cannabis producer/user to lawfully operate, and 
numerous civil rights advances related to cannabis. 
 
NICOLE HOWELL NEUBERT 
 
Nicole Howell Neubert earned her undergraduate degree from Fairfield University 
in Connecticut and her law degree from UC Hastings in San Francisco. Neubert 
serves as outside general counsel to the cannabis field, providing advice on 
matters of corporate and business counseling, entity formation and operation, 
business litigation, and regulatory permitting and compliance. Her clients include 
both the pioneers and new leaders of the bourgeoning medical marijuana and 
cannabis industry. 
 
Prior to founding Clark Neubert LLP, Nicole was a senior attorney with San 
Francisco civil and criminal defense firm Clarence Dyer & Cohen LLP where she 
practiced for eight years, after starting her career at Farella Braun + Martel LLP.  
 
Since 2012, Neubert has been named each year a “Rising Star” by Super 
Laywers Magazine and recognized for several years running as an “Attorney to 
Watch” by Chambers and Partners USA.  
 
Neubert serves on the Board of California NORML and the policy committee for 
California Growers Association, and teaches legal courses at Oaksterdam 
University in Oakland.  
 
  



AMANDA OSTROWITZ 
 
Amanda Ostrowitz, Esq. is the Co-Founder and Chief Strategy Officer of 
CannaRegs.com. She is an attorney and entrepreneur specializing in cannabis 
regulations and has developed a comprehensive database of federal, state, and 
local cannabis laws. Prior to conceiving and co-founding CannaRegs, Amanda 
worked as a bank examiner at the Denver Branch of the Federal Reserve Bank 
of Kansas City, where her practice focused on regulatory compliance in the 
consumer lending and banking industries.  
 
Amanda is an east coast native who moved to Colorado in 2004 to attend 
Colorado College where she earned a B.A. in Economics. She later received her 
Juris Doctor from the University of Denver Sturm College of Law. In September 
of 2014 Amanda entered the First Annual Massroots Marijuana Technology 
Startup Competition and earned first prize for CannaRegs, which launched in 
June of 2015. 
 
WILLIAM G. PANZER 
 
William G. Panzer is a graduate of the University of California Berkeley and 
Golden Gate University School of Law. He has been practicing law in the Bay 
Area for thirty years, specializing in cannabis defense.  
 
Panzer is a co-author of California's Proposition 215, "The Compassionate Use 
Act of 1996," the nation's first law legalizing the use of cannabis by patients 
pursuant to a physician's recommendation. In his practice he has represented 
patients, growers, and medical cannabis dispensaries throughout California in 
state and federal court, at both the trial and appellate level. 
 
He has lectured at numerous NORML legal seminars, Patients Out of Time legal 
seminars, conferences and other events on cannabis law and related issues. A 
member of the NORML Legal Committee for over twenty years, Bill is a former 
winner of the NORML "Al Horn Award" and a two-time winner of the Sonoma 
Alliance for Medical Marijuana's "Compassion In Action" Award, as well as a High 
Times magazine "Freedom Fighter of the Month." 
 
KIMBERLY R. SIMMS  
 
Kimberly Simms earned her law degree from Thomas Jefferson School of Law 
and became a member of the California State Bar in 2009. She started her law 
practice immediately after law school focusing on the legal and political needs of 
the medical marijuana community. She has negotiated with government officials 
to craft reasonable and effective regulations that allow for safe access, litigated 
complex land use and zoning cases, and advised hundreds of cannabis 
entrepreneurs.  



 
Simms is a founding Board Member of the Alliance for Responsible Medicinal 
Access, San Diego’s leading cannabis chamber of commerce and political 
advocacy organization. Most recently, Simms joined the Retail & Delivery 
Committee of the California Cannabis Industry Association and is working hand-
in-hand with other cannabis industry leaders to navigate the implementation of 
the Medical Marijuana Regulation & Safety Act.  
 
Simms maintains the following memberships: California NORML, Americans For 
Safe Access, National Cannabis Industry Association, California Cannabis 
Industry Association, Women Grow and the National Cannabis Bar Association. 
 
HENRY WYKOWSKI 
 
Admitted to the California State Bar in 1976, Henry Wykowski has been 
practicing law for nearly forty years.  A graduate of Bridgeport University and 
Tulane Law School, Henry has practiced law in California, Louisiana, and the 
District of Columbia.  
 
Before entering private practice, he worked as an assistant campaign manager 
for President Carter, and later joined the Carter administration as a prosecutor in 
the Justice Departmen where he prosecuted some of the U.S. government’s 
largest and most high-profile tax evasion cases. After leaving Washington, he 
served as an assistant US Attorney for the Northern District of California.   
 
Before founding Wykowski & Associates, he served as an attorney with the Palo 
Alto–based firm of Mosher, Pooley & Sullivan, where he practiced complex 
business and commercial litigation for numerous tech companies and other 
businesses and corporations. Having handled over forty major trials, and litigated 
and managed thousands of cases, Wykowski has earned an impressive 
reputation within the legal community and stellar track record for his clients. He is 
recognized as one of San Francisco’s most successful and notable criminal tax 
attorneys, and has been an AV-preeminent rated attorney for over twenty years. 
 
Wykowski is admitted to practice before all court of the State of California, the 
U.S. district court for Northern, Central, and Southern California, and the United 
States Tax Court.  
 


