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March 26, 2013  
 
To the Concord City Council: 
 
I see that Concord is considering banning outdoor medical marijuana cultivation within 
its borders, despite a "relatively minimal" number of neighbors who are intolerant to the 
smell or sight of outdoor gardens. 
 
I am glad you have seen that criminal sanctions are not appropriate, but I wonder why 
you have considered only two existing ordinances, from Elk Grove and Moraga, and 
chosen the more restrictive Moraga model. Why wasn't the Sacramento model, allowing 
for secure greenhouses, also considered?  
 
I take issue with Mr. Woods's determination that sending all marijuana gardens indoors 
will not significantly impact energy use. We estimate that 2% of California's population 
is using medical marijuana, therefore approximately 2400 citizens of Concord are likely 
to be medical marijuana users. Even subtracting the number who can travel to 
dispensaries in other cities and those who already grow indoors, the number of patients 
currently growing outdoors without causing any nuisance to neighbors is likely to be 
rather large. 
 
Mr. Wood's conclusion that indoor gardens require fewer pesticides and herbicides is 
false; if anything, indoor gardens require more, and more dangerous, chemicals in that 
unnatural environment. Indoor grows also carry the extra danger of house fires caused by 
over-burdened electrical systems.  
 
I hope you will take Concord residents' needs and concerns into the ordinance you 
ultimately decide to adopt. These ordinances tend to have the greatest impact on the 
indigent and the seriously ill, who can ill-afford either the extra energy costs of growing 
indoors nor the high prices of dispensaries. Some kind of hardship exemption or variance 
for these patients would seem to be in order. A complaint-driven process, rather than a 
blanket ban, would be the more humane and sensible approach. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ellen Komp 
Deputy Director 
California NORML 


