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    Apr 23rd, 2015 
 
Sen. Mike McGuire 
Attn.:  Jason Liles 
State Capitol 
Sacramento CA 95814 
  
Dear Sen. McGuire: 
 
 Thank you for introducing SB 643.  We believe that this bill offers a 
potentially valuable framework for regulating medical marijuana,  but wish to 
call your attention to the following problems that need to be fixed: 
 
 (1)   (VERY IMPORTANT)  Section 7 terminates the existing collective 
cultivation/distribution defense in HSC 11362.775 immediately, leaving existing 
operators without a legal defense pending implementation of the regulation 
system. HSC 11362.775 constitutes the sole legal basis for all existing medical 
dispensaries, collectives, and other providers.  It’s essential that this be fixed, 
either by delaying the sunset of HSC 11362.775 until a year after provisional 
licenses have been issued, or by copying the language in AB 34, which keeps the 
HSC 11362.775 defense available. 

(2) (VERY IMPORTANT) Section 18112 (a) prohibits licensing to anyone 
with a prior drug trafficking felony, including marijuana.  This wrongly excludes 
many highly qualified, honest individuals who have made invaluable 
contributions to the development of medical cannabis in California.  In light of 
the fact that even the most trivial sales and cultivation offenses are felonies, 
California NORML cannot support this provision. 

(3) Sections 18109 (d) and 18121(a) require that a specially equipped 
vehicle with two employees be used to transport any marijuana, no matter how 
trivial the shipment.   This is onerous and impractical for small-scale providers.  
Marijuana isn’t plutonium.   These requirements should be dropped, or else 
limited to shipments of, say, $50,000 or more. 

(4) Section 111662(f)2D calls for edibles to be labeled by the weight of 
marijuana in the package. The potency of marijuana varies enormously.   Edibles 
should be labeled by their content of THC and other cannabinoids (e.g. CBD, 
THCA and CBDA) instead.  



(5) Section 18133(a) requires that all medical marijuana meet certified 
organic standards.  This rules out indoor hydroponics and other state-of-the-art 
growing techniques.  Also, it’s unclear whether organic standards can be legally 
applied to marijuana so long as it remains illegal under federal law.  This 
provision should be deleted – medical marijuana shouldn’t be held to higher 
standards than similar herbal medicines. 

 
Your attention to these issues would be greatly appreciated.  
 

 
  Sincerely, 

  
  Dale Gieringer, Ph.D. 
  Director, California NORML 
  Co-author, Proposition 215 
  www.canorml.org - dale@canorml.org 
  (510) 540-1066 
    
 
 


