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SUGGESTED TALKING POINTS FOR PENDING MEDICAL MARIJUANA 
CULTIVATION BANS 
 
- On February 3, Governor Brown signed legislation, AB 21, to repeal the  
March 1 deadline in state law MMRSA. THERE IS NOW NO NEED TO ACT TO 
PROTECT LOCAL AUTHORITY UNDER MMRSA. (See Rep. Wood’s letter to 
local officials http://www.canorml.org/woodsletter.pdf)  
 
- If you feel you must act now, please consider:  
 
 - enacting a 45-day moratorium instead of a ban, as Solano County and 
others have, until regulations can be addressed.  
 
 - (if this is a blanket ban) the ordinance should be rewritten to address 
commercial cultivation only; this is the only activity covered by MMRSA. There is 
no need to strip all patients in your (city or county) of their rights even if you feel 
you must pass a commercial cultivation ban. Cities across the state such as 
Santa Barbara, Grover Beach, Morro Bay, Livermore, Suisun, Del Mar, Port 
Hueneme and Jurupa Valley have banned commercial cultivation but have made 
an exemption for personal-size gardens. Other places like Coalinga, Watsonville 
and Adelanto have regulated commercial grows and San Jose, Monterey County, 
Long Beach and others are developing licensing regulations.  
 
 - last, and most importantly, appoint an ad hoc committee or other group 
to study the issue and come up with meaningful land regulations in (city or 
county) that will protect both public safety and patient access, as well as allow for 
the enforcement of environmental regulations and the taxation of commercial 
medical marijuana activities. I am willing to serve on such a committee (if you 
are). 
 
- It’s sadly ironic that now that the state has finally moved to regulate commercial-
sized medical marijuana activities, something local jurisdictions have been calling 
for, many local governments are moving to ban what would be better regulated, 
taxed, and brought into the light of day. Please protect patient rights and work 
with us towards meaningful regulations instead.  


