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Apr 24, 2013 
 
Sen. Loni Hancock, Chair  
Senate Committee on Public Safety 
State Capitol 
Sacramento CA 95814 
 
Dear Sen. Hancock: 

  We wish to express our support for SB 439 (Steinberg), which would clarify state 
laws regarding medical marijuana. 

 California's current laws regarding medical marijuana collectives as set forth in 
the Medical Marijuana Program Act (SB 420) are confusing, vague and ambiguous.   
This lack of clarity has been an ongoing cause of confusion for collectives and law 
enforcement alike, resulting in unnecessary litigation and conflict.   In particular, federal 
authorities have cited California's lack of statewide rules to justify their disruptive and ill-
targeted crackdown against some of the state's most respected, locally regulated patient 
collectives.  

 SB 439 would clarify the legality of collectives by explicitly protecting them and 
their employees against charges of sale, distribution, or transportation provided they 
comply with the Attorney General's guidelines of 2008.  It would also recognize that they 
can be organized as any statutory business entity under California law.   

 By protecting the operation of collectives,  SB 439 would help advance the 
mandate of Proposition 215 to establish a "safe and affordable" distribution system for all 
patients in medical need.    

 In addition to supporting SB 439, we hope that the legislature will consider more 
sweeping measures to establish a full-fledged state system to regulate commercial sales 
and distribution of medical marijuana, as has been done in other states like Colorado, 
Maine, Washington DC, et al.  States that have taken this course have faced relatively 
little federal interference compared to California.     



 The following elements should be included in such a system:  

1. Establish a state agency dedicated to overseeing and regulating the 
commercial medical marijuana industry. 

2. Respect the right of individual patients, caregivers, and home-based 
collectives to cultivate for their own personal use without state regulation. 

3. Require testing for biological and chemical contaminants and cannabinoid 
content, along with appropriate product labeling. 

4. Guarantee patients "safe and affordable" access to medical cannabis in 
every community in the state;  where no local dispensaries or collectives 
exist, delivery from other state-registered outlets should be allowed. 

5. Follow appropriate environmental standards for cultivation and 
manufacture, with incentives for sustainability and low carbon footprint. 

6. Legally recognize the processing and testing industries, which currently lie 
outside the protections of the MMPA.  

7. Allow non-patients to participate in the industry, rather than restricting it 
exclusively to patient collectives as under present law. 

8. Recognize that outdoor cultivation has distinct environmental and 
economic advantages. 

9. Design fees and regulations so as to promote competitive, smaller-scale 
businesses instead of monopolistic, large-scale corporate enterprises. 

 

  Sincerely, 

  
  Dale Gieringer, Ph.D. 
  Director, California NORML 
  Co-author, Prop. 215 
  2261 Market St. #278A, San Francisco 94114 
  (415) 563-5858  - dale@canorml.org 


